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 Croteau, Denis – Saga of a Missionary Bishop 

The story of a man dedicated to a lifelong service of the peoples of the North intwined with the 

story of the indigenous people of the North. A detailed positive flavour of life in remote 

settlements from the 1960s on. 

Kimmerer, Robin – Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and 

the Teachings of Plants 

A beautiful blending of the botanist’s scientific knowledge and the Indigenous traditional 

teachings on the nature of the living world as teacher and on the interrelatedness of all being, 

to produce a rich ecological vision, a “moral current of reciprocity” with the earth and other 

beings.  

Kinew, Wab – Go Show the World: A Celebration of Indigenous Heroes 

A finalist for the Governor General’s Literary Awards, this is a book for elementary school-aged 

children on various male and female Indigenous figures in North America who illustrate positive 

virtues and strengths to inspire children. 

Johnson, Harold – Two Families: Treaties and Government 

In creation of the treaties between the Indigenous peoples and the White government of 

Canada, Johnson suggests two differing world views of the parties, that of the Indigenous being 

based on human equality in which the people choose to have a kin relationship of adoption and 

sharing, while maintaining separate ways of life, and that of the White government being based 

on an assumption of racial and cultural superiority and capitalist exploitation of both nature 

and humanity. Coming from such different bases, there is no surprise that the subsequent 

history of the parties has been characterized by violation of the treaties, of the rights of the 

Indigenous, degradation of the physical environment, and of the Indigenous parties to the 

treaties. Johnson urges Whites to have a revised respect for ways of life not their own and for 

the people having those ways. 

Joseph, Bob (Robert) – 21 Things You May Not Know about the Indian Act: Helping 

Canadians Make Reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples a Reality 

Part One of the book looks at various clauses of The Indian Act, their openly avowed purpose 

being the disappearance of the Indigenous peoples through forced assimilation and deprivation 

of human rights. Part Two deals with the necessary steps to abolish completely any present 

traces of the Act and to create a new relationship between Canadians (particularly the federal 

government) and the self-governing, self-determining Indigenous peoples. 



Joseph, Robert and Cynthia Joseph – Working Effectively with Aboriginal Peoples, 2nd 

edition 

A very useful book for individuals or organizations wishing to enter into a relationship with 

specific First Nation peoples. It gives a clear historical background including discussion of the 

various pieces of legislation under which First Nations operate, possible problem areas relating 

to sovereignty and governance structures, and cultural factors governing negotiation. Business 

risks and advantages are assessed, and tips given on cultural sensitivity. 

King, Thomas – The Inconvenient Indian: A Curious Account of Native People in North 

America 

A bitingly humorous but trenchant account of the history of Native-White relations in both the 

United States and Canada – all the broken treaties, the land-grabbing, the failure of the legal 

systems to right private or public wrongs against aboriginal groups, the attacks by central 

governments on sovereignty and self-determination, destruction of the natural environment – 

all the sad story of four hundred years of activities directed toward the elimination of the 

indigenous population of North America. 

A Knock on the Door: The Essential History of Residential Schools from the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission of Canada, edited and abridged 

Gives the history and nature of the residential schools in Canada, their purpose in the 

assimilation process and multigenerational effects, the possibility of reconciliation between 

Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in Canada, and the various actions called for by the 

Commission. 

Krasowski, Sheldon – No Surrender: The Land Remains Indigenous 

Looking at Treaties 1-7, along with federal government memos, oral Indigenous history, witness 

statements and newspaper accounts, Krasowski states that there was no discussion on the 

matter of land holding in negotiations, that the government deliberately did not mention the 

cession clause, and that it was not the intent of the First Nations signers to cede their territory 

to the government. 

Linklater, Renee – Decolonizing Trauma Work: Indigenous Stories and Strategies 

Through interviews with some Indigenous healing practitioners, some of whom are also trained 

in Western medical practices, Linklater suggests that practices based on traditional culture are 

more effective in treating Indigenous trauma resulting from the effects of colonization. They 

include emphasis on achieving balance in the individual between body, mind, emotions and 

spirit, and balance between the individual and the community and the exterior world. 

 



Manuel, Arthur – The Reconciliation Manifesto: Recovering the Land, Rebuilding the 

Economy 

After an analysis of the historic and current situation of Canada’s Indigenous people, noting the 

still current position of Canada in default of international agreement on the rights of indigenous 

peoples, Manuel offers a six-step programme for decolonization, which would allow for 

meaningful dialogue and forward movement on reconciliation. It is a programme that would 

make fundamental changes in Canadian society to the benefit of both Indigenous and non-

Indigenous Canadians. 

McDiarmid, Jessica – Highway of Tears 

A moving account of women and girls who disappeared in Northern B.C., who were important 

to their families and communities, but whose disappearance and possible murder was treated 

with indifference and racist contempt by local authorities such as the RCMP. 

Me Tomorrow 

A series of essays from various Indigenous writers on what they expect to be The Indigenous 

situation in the next twenty to fifty years, informed by hope and present trends in activism, the 

reclamation of traditional values and knowledge, and on a growing awareness in the majority 

culture of past wrongs and possible redress of these. 

Mixed Blessings: Indigenous Encounters with Christianity in Canada 

A series of interdisciplinary essays on how and why some Indigenous peoples adopted 

Christianity and others did not. Also examined are cases in which a melding of Christian and 

native spirituality has occurred. This is an academic book which is included because it gives 

perhaps a more balanced view of the role of Christianity in relationship to Indigenous groups 

than has been prevalent in the past. 

Oster, Bailey & Marilyn Lizee – Stories of Métis Women: Tales My Kookum Told Me 

Personal stories of Metis women, particularly from Alberta, told in both English and Northern 

Michif, on themes including history, Métis culture and identity, and present resiliency. 

Our Story: Aboriginal Voices on Canada’s Past 

Events from Canada’s past, such as an encounter between the Dorset, Inuit and Norse peoples, 

fictionalized by Indigenous writers to reflect Indigenous perspectives on the events. 

Raygorodetsky, Gleb – The Archipelago of Hope: Wisdom and Resilience from the Edge 

of Climate Change 

The author looks at a variety of Indigenous groups whose engagement with their environment 

models various approaches of cultural and biological diversity in dealing with the growing 

effects of climate change. Based on the principle “Land is Life,” these are possible models of 



resilience and creativity also for non-Indigenous society if we can develop a renewed 

understanding of our place in Nature, the web of relatedness that connects all Creation. 

Royal Canadian Geographical Society – Canadian Geographical Indigenous Peoples Atlas 

of Canada. Four Volumes: Volume 1 – General, First Nations, Inuit, Métis. 

Created in conjunction with a number of groups representing First Nations, Inuit and Métis 

peoples, this is an introduction to the history and life of these people in Canada. As the 

prescript to the volumes says, the set gives “Indigenous perspectives, much older than the 

nation itself, shared through maps, artwork, history and culture.” 

Sawatsky, Jarem – Healing Justice: Stories of Wisdom and Love 

Believing that local community action to resolve community problems of health, justice and 

reconciliation is needed beyond any efforts of governmental action, Sawatsky looks at three 

examples of community actions to effect positive change: Thich Nhat Hanh’s Plum Village, the 

Anishinabe community of Hollow Water, Manitoba, and the Iona Community, Scotland. In these 

communities, health and justice are tightly interconnected in the creation of more wholesome 

communities. 

Simpson, Leanne – As We Have Always Done: Indigenous Freedom Through Radical 

Resistance 

The author believes that dialogue and reconciliation with the majority culture is not possible or 

desirable for Indigenous peoples as they are carried out on White terms to achieve White goals. 

The alternative she explores is self-definition and realization, based on a somewhat mystical 

interaction between the Indigenous person and the land, producing a deeper immersion in the 

traditional culture, and totally independent of White values or influence.  

Smith, Monique – Speaking Our Truth: A Journey of Reconciliation 

Written for an individual upper elementary/ middle school reader, this would be a useful tool in 

developing a parish programme for younger parishioners around the information and reflection 

questions given in the book. 

Yunkaporta, Tyson – Sand Talk: How Indigenous Thinking Can Save the World 

Based on his experience as an Australian aborigine, Yunkaporta offers a different paradigm of 

time and space than that generally held in the Western world. This different approach to reality 

offers, he believes, some antidote to the problems which develop from colonial, capitalist, 

individualistic activity. 

 


